Infants -Second Class (This activity could be adapted for older children by giving more challenging tasks to the children in-between each layer of material -see under 'cross-curricular links').

Preparation:
1. One or two sessions beforehand, reviewing the vocabulary that might be used, would be helpful: e.g. rough/ smooth, hard/soft, shiny/dull, scratchy/slippery, stiff/flexible (bendy), fluffy, ….Posters could be a useful back-up for this exercise.
2.
Wrap up the 'prize' in lots of layers using different materials each time.
In-between each layer a small item could be put, e.g. rubber, pencil sharpener, a sticker shape (the shape should be appropriate to the maths level in the curriculum, e.g. circle, square for Infants), ……
Background information:
Materials can be grouped and described in many different ways, e.g. colour, shape, texture, natural or man-made, according to their uses, whether flexible or rigid, hard or soft, scratchy, etc. Children should be encouraged to look carefully at the material (through a hand lens if available) and also feel it.
